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Wishes in Palm-leaf Manuscripts found at Lao Vieng Cultural Centre,

Wat Bot, Ratchaburi Province

Dokrak PAYAKSRI
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropolgy Centre

dokrak.p@sac.or.th
Abstract

This article aims to study the wishes that appear in the palm-leaf manuscript from the
Lao Vieng Cultural Centre, Wat Bot, Ban Luek Sub-district, Photharam District, Ratchaburi
Province. Ban Luek Sub-district is a Lao Vieng community who migrated from Vientiane, LPDR.
A survey of manuscripts in the Lao Vieng Cultural Centre found 563 records. Most of them
scrib in Dhamma-Isan script and some records inserted by Thai-Noi script. Moreover, there are
about 40 records scrib in Khom Thai script and 2 records for Thai script. Most of texts are
buddhism such as abhidhamma, ten incarnations of the Buddha, Vessantara jataka, Anisamsa,
jataka tales, and the legend of Phra That Phanom. In this study, the researcher study 100
records of digital copies of manuscripts scribed in Dhamma-lsan and Thai-Noi script from
Manuscripts of Western Thailand Database. The study found that the wishes appear in the
colophon, which is usually at the end of the manuscript, following the text. In the other hand
the colophon can be found in the front cover as well. The wishes originate from the process
of making manuscripts related to the believer(s) who brought the palm-leaf to the scribe(s)
for copying manuscript. There are 2 types of wishes. 1) Dharma wishes, it is often in the form
of Pali as nibbana paccayo hotu. meaning that wish this merit is the factor to Nirvana. 2)
Lokiya wishes, such as wish to have a lot of merit, wish to be an intelligent person, wish to be
happy and free from suffering, wish to be born in Ariyamettrai era, etc. Furthermore, the
believer(s) and the scribe(s) tend to dedicate the merit to ancestors, family, teachers, including
all beings. These wishes reflect the desire of the Lao Vieng people for merit, wisdom, as well

as their generosity in dedicating their merits to others, both alive and dead.

Keywords: palm-leaf manuscript, dhamma-isan script, wish, lao vieng
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