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Contextual analysis of the Aum Shinrikyo cult in Japan
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Abstract

This article aims to explain the Aum Shinrikyo cult phenomenon that has altered Japan
via the study of sociology and folklore in order to comprehend belief phenomena and analyze
cult leaders' treatment of their followers. Faithful three major topics of investigation are presented

in this paper: 1) Analyzing practices or rituals to understand beliefs and actions, 2) Researching
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Aum Shinrikyo cult's social control mechanisms, and 3) Using educational methods To
comprehend Japanese culture and background, study folklore.

The research discovered that the cult of Aum Shinrikyo's beliefs meet human beings'
fundamental requirements. By creating a set of moral principles that the cult's members may
become mentally dependent upon through ideology, instruction, and experience-controllable
rituals. This leads to faith, which is a mental control that influences a believer's actions.
Additionally, the idea of the origin of religion might be connected to Aum Shinrikyo cult belief. It
will discuss the theory that fear is a natural human instinct that develops from birth. People often
have a dread of things that are inside or outside of their own experience or that are unnatural or
that are not subject to the laws of nature. So the origin of religion is "fear." Considering the above,
the Aum Shinrikyo cult has grown increasingly active in Japan. At a period when Japanese society
is on the verge of collapse, the Aum Shinri Kyo cult emerges. As a result, the Aum Shinrikyo cult

served as a mental anchor for the majority of Japanese people at the time.

Keywords : Aum Shinrikyo cult, Beliefs, Rituals, Japan
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